HAIKU
for
Youth (or Mixed) Choir
&

Prepared Piano quprighy

by

Richard Vella (1978)
for

Tina Westaway

Approximately 25 minutes in duration

Haiku was originally written for solo female voice and prepared piano while studying
composition at La Trobe University, Melbourne. It was first performed in Melbourne in 1978
with the vocal part sung by Tina Westaway, and the piano part played by the composer.

This edition of Haiku for youth choir, can also be performed by a choir consisting of mixed
ages. Haiku can be easily adapted for whatever voices are available. Various songs can be
selected for a performance requiring shorter duration.

Haiku is a transcription of the original 1978 version with minor alterations. The only
differences from the original version are the use of vocal harmonies in some of the songs, and
the arrangement of the original vocal part for high, middle and low voices.

Should the piano preparations in a performance not be possible, a performance without
preparations is also workable. However, playing the inside of the piano should be observed

for the stopped notes and inside string glissandi. Other suggestions are made at appropriate
places in the score. While an upright piano is preferable, most of the piano preparations can
be done with a grand piano, except for No.13 "A summer shower'". An alternative

preparation is suggested.

It is recommended to involve a page turner, who at times can act as the pianist's assistant for
the piano preparations. At various other times, for the sake of expedience and saving time, a
choir member can also assist with the piano preparations.

NOTE: Depending on the level of singing abilities, a performance of Haiku can be sung in
unison with only the main melody sung. This would be similar to the original version for solo
voice and piano. To facilitate a version without singing any of the harmonic part writing, or

singing the original solo melody version, the following sign is used for any part to be sung in

unsion by the whole choir: U

This only applies to the sung melodic parts, and not to any spoken part.

©1978 (revised 2022) Richard Vella



The Haiku Poems

Winter Spring
1. The first winter rain 6. Spring has come in all its simplicty
and my name shall be traveller (Basho)* in a light yellow sky (Issa)*
2. Long rain of May, 7. Fresh Spring,
the whole world is a single sheet of paper the world is only nine days old
un-der the clouds (Soin/Saikaku)¥ these fields and mountains (Basho¥)
3. Winter seclusion 8. The spring rain,
listening that evening a little girl teaches the cat to dance (Issa)*

to the rain in the mountains (Issa)*

4. The winter storm 9. Ah, it's Spring, great Spring
the voice of the rushing water It is now great great great Spring
torn by the the rocks (Buson)* Ah, great Spring (Basho)t
Mountain blast 10. The passing Spring

hail is driven into the horses ear (Tairo)* birds mourn,

fishes weep with tearful eyes (Basho)t

Voices of people pass at midnight
the cold (Yaha)*

Sleet falling
fathomless, infinite loniless (Josu)*

5. In the wintry grove
echgoes of long ago (Issa)*

* Poem has been selected from Haiku, Volumes I to IV, edited by R.H. Blythe. Hokuseido Press 1970

+ Poem has been selected from Basho - The Narrow Road to the Deep North and Other Travel
Sketches. Penguin Classics 1966



Summer

11. The long day
my eyes are wearied
gazing over the sea (Taigi)*

12. At sunrise
I saw the tanned faces of fishermen

Autumn

14. Deep is Autumn
and in its deep air I sometimes wonder
who my neighbour is (Basho)¥

15. Leaves falling
lie one on another

among the flowers of white poppies (Basho)T The rain beats on the rain (Gyodai)*

13. A summer shower
a woman sits alone
gazing outside (Kikaku)*

It is summer thinness she replied
and then a tear fell (Kigin)"*

16. All night long I listened to Autumn wind
howling on the hill
at the back of the temple (Sora)t

17. All that remains
is the Autumn wind (Basho)*

The poets

Basho 1644 - 1694
Soin 1605 - 1682
Saikaku 1642 - 1693
Issa 1763 - 1828
Buson 1716 -1784
Yaha 1662 -1740
Josu 1662 - 1704
Taigi 1709 - 1771
Kikaku 1661 - 1707
Kigin 1624 - 1704
Gyodai 1731-1793
Sora 1649 - 1710



Songs requiring upright piano preparations
1. The first Winter rain

Materials
6 x wooden peg halfs.

2 x pencil rubbers cut into a wedge shape

Instruction

A clothes peg is separated from its spring to produce 2 half pegs.
These are inserted between the strings of the note specified.
Slightly shaving the thin end of peg may help. See photos 1 & 2.

Cut a pencil rubber into wedge shapes to be inserted
into low piano strings. See photos 3 & 4.

3. Winter seclusion

Materials
4 x 1/2 wooden peg.

Instruction
2 half pegs are inserted on each string. See photo 5.

4. The Winter storm

Materials
1 x pine wood block. 200mm x 42mm x 19mm

6 thin rubber wedges

1 large rubber wedge

Instruction
Common piece of wood used for woodwork. It is placed on
strings for them to vibrate against the wood. See photos 6 & 7.

A pencil rubber is cut into thin wedge shapes to
be inserted in strings A, Bb & Cb See photos 8 & 9

A rubber is cut into a wedge, large enough to be inserted
between low strings. See photos 3 & 4.

11. The long day

Materials
1 x kitchen wooden spoon

1 x kitchen teaspoon

Instruction
common wooden spoon found in kitchens.
32 cm in length. See photo 10

The teaspoon is held at the spoon end. Its handle is
inserted between two of the three strings to enable the strings to
vibrate against the handle. See photo 11.

13. A Summer shower

Materials
1 x small pyrex or glass baking dish
For example: 12 cm x 20 ¢cm x 30 cm

1 large rubber wedge

Instruction

A common small glass or Pyrex baking dish. The dish is placed
between the piano hammers and strings with its back adjacent
with the strings. The sound is similar to the drumming of fingers
on a table. Between bars 1 to 9, the dish is not to touch strings.
At bar 10, the dish is to touch the strings. See photos 12 & 13.

See photos 3 & 4.

5z 1/2 wooden pegs See photo 14.

5 x thin rubber wedges See photo 14.
15. All night long

Materials Instruction

screw driver. 18cm length

Common garage screw driver. See photo 15. If a screwdriver is
not available, use the pine wooden block.

16. A summer shower

Materials
1 empty glass jar. 12 cm x 6 cm

Instruction

The glass jar, see photo, is used like a slide guitar. It is

slid up and down the strings in a circular motion underneath
the keyboard. See photo 16.



Piano Preparation Examples

S e ——
f“‘J O B EE RN
H:Ii'pl:-g! 6 x Half pegs.
The first Winter rain The first Winter rain

Pencil rubber wedge (large). Large rubber wedge inserted on strings
For The first Winter rain; also The firsi Wikler rain
The Winter Storm and

A Sumimer shower

4 x ¥ peps on strings FPine wooden block
Winter seclusion Winter storm



Piano Preparations (continued)
8

Wooden block on low strings. 6 X thin rubber wedges.
Winter storm Winter storm

- [ s - ek |
6 X thin rubber wedges on sirings Wooden spoon Teaspoon inserted
Winter storm The long day between strings
The long day

14

Pyrex baking dish Pyrex dish between 5x ';'i-.p-egs & 5 X thin wedges
A Summer shower sirimgs & hammers on each note
A Summier shower A Summier shower
15 16

Screwdriver Glass jar
Al night long Al that remains

* Placing the dish between hammers and strings is not possible with a grand piano. However, an
assistant rubbing the strings with the wooden spoon as in Song No. 11 'The long day' is an alternative
should a grand piano be used.



Piano Symbols

Explanation of Notation

Explanation

I o— T O %

+

!
T

Voice Symbols
voice >L
whisper J<

% spoken % voice >L

-
>

Al

-

glissando on inside of piano on strings
silently press keyboard note
white note piano cluster

black note piano cluster

slide glass jar on strings inside piano

finger on string to give a muffled quasi pizzicato sound

insert spoon handle between strings to enable the handle to vibrate
when hit by the hammers

tremolo spoon end of wooden spoon on strings
place potato masher on strings so that it vibrates when hammers hit it

downward glissando with the screwdriver handle on strings under
keyboard

text is voiced or spoken

text is whispered

text is half spoken half whispered
inflection in voice downwards in pitch

inflection in voice upwards in pitch

pitch slide to next note
singer makes loud breath sounds in own time
singer claps hand

singer slaps lap with both hands

General notation symbols

thick horizontal line indicates duration of specified action



1. The First Winter Rain

Poem by Basho
©1978 Richard Vella
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2. Long Rain of May
Poem by Soin/Saikaku

No Preparations
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3. Winter Seclusion

Poem by Issa
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4. Winter storm

Preparations Poems by Buson, Tairo, Yaha and Joso
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5. In the wintry grove
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3 6. Spring has come

Poem by Issa
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34 7. Fresh Spring

Poem by Basho
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each note is to have its own crescendo and descrescendo
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8. Spring Rain

Poem by Issa
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9. Ah It's Spring

No Preparations Poem by Basho
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10. The Passing Spring

Poem by Basho
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11. The Long Day

Poem by Taigi
Preparations
Teaspoon handle inserted Wooden spoon held
horizontally between strings at the handle
J =60 half voiced, d
» dry
2286 hoarse whisper mf
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The long day
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=60 spoon end of wooden spoon
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. Assitant inserts teaspoon handle between strings|
Piano of the note F. When the hammer hits the strings,
they vibrate against the spoon handle
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+ Thumb or finger on piano string above
the hammer to give a muffled sound
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13. A Summer Shower

Poem by Kikaku

Preparations
One rubber wedge

inserted between
strings of following
notes

o=

* Small pyrex dish
placed between
strings and hammers

— 7/

* Placing the dish between hammers
and strings is not possible with a grand
piano. However, should a grand piano
be used, an assistant is to place a hand
over the strings that are being

sounded to create a muffled effect.

Ten thin rubber
wedges inserted
betwen strings
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J A summer show-er
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Between bars 1 to 9, the assistant holds a small pyrex
J =9 or glass baking dish in front of the hammers but not
touching the strings
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* If a grand piano is used, an assistant is to place hand .
over strings to create a muffled effect.
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Tutti

Tutti

half sung
half spoken
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14. Deep Is Autumn

Poem by Basho
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Preparations

Glissando inside piano on low
piano stringsdownwards with

the handle end of a screw driver
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16. All Night Long

Poem by Sora

(If screwdriver is
unavailable use
pine wooden block)

Large flat sign for

all black notes

between Gb & Eb

played as a cluster

#5ee note below
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Large natural sign
for all white notes
between F & E
played as a cluster

=

simile

Piano

2N
I

1
| I
|

| \

Pl

ST

A4

K

LT
P
DA
M

* If the performance is not using piano preparations, play a chromatic
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Alternatively, sing any
note from low to high

344 m
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If pitching difficult, sing melody part starting on any high note.
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sing any high note and slide up and down.
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62 17. All That Remains

Basho
Preparations
Glass jar slowly moved concentrically D
on strings underneath keyboard
1
353 J =64
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In own time, long breathes,
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