
  
Melody and Elaboration

 Order of movements

i) Melody
ii) Elaboration 1: 'Song of Loss'

iii) Elaboration 2: 'Song of Renewal'

Arranged for 
Harp and String orchestra  

by
 

Richard Vella
(1992, revised 2023)

Originally  commissioned  by  the  guitar quartet  Guitartrek  in  1992, Melody  and 
Elaboration  has been arranged for harp and string orchestra. 

Recordings  of Melody  and  Elaboration can  be  heard  at  the  following  link  - 
https://www.richardvella.net/melody-elaboration-for-harp-and-string

for Neil Simpson

NOTE: Melody  and  Elaboration is  based  on  a  song  called Silence,  which  was 
originally  written for The One Extra Dance Theatre Company's  production The 
Cheated in  1982  at  The    Cleveland  Street  Performance  Space,  Sydney.  It  was 
written for countertenor and sung by Nigel Kellaway with piano accompaniment. 
The song was modelled on the vocalised sighing of the medieval troubador. 

The  original  song, Silence, is  provided  here  for  reference.  the  first  movement,  
Melody,  is a transcription of this song for string orchestra. However, the original 
song  can  be  sung  in  place  of  the  first  movement  (Melody)  with  the  provided 
pizzicato accompaniment in the double bass and divided celli 2.    
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        From the production The Cheated (1982)
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